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E. O. 1 1652: DECON 22 JUN74 

TAGS: PINS, MA, ( RAKOTONIRINA, MANANDAFY) 

SUBJ: TRIAL OF RADICAL LEADER 

REF: TANANARIVE 0822 

1. GENERALLY RELIABLE SOURCE REPORTS COURT HAS DECIDED 
POSTPONE RENDERING VERDICT IN CASE OF MANANDAFY AND 63 
CO- DEFENDANTS ( PRESS HAD ERRONEOUSLY REPORTED 72 EARLIER) 

UNTIL JUNE 29. VERDICT HAD BEEN EXPECTED FOR 9:00 A. M. 

JUNE 22, AND LARGE NUMBER OF MANANDAFY FOLLOWERS HAD RESUMED 
VIGIL AT COURTHOUSE. APPARENTLY THEY ARE NOW REFUSING LEAVE 
SCENE OF TRIAL AND ARE CAT, I .TNG FOR VERDICT TODAY. SO FAR NO 
RPT NO SERIOUS INCIDENTS REPORTED. 

2. COMMENT: MANANDAFY TRIAL HAS INEVITABLY ASSUMED 
POLITICAL PROPORTIONS, LARGER, WE SUSPECT, THAN GOVT HAD 
ANTICIPATED WHEN ARRESTS MADE MAY 12 AND 13. ABOVE SOURCE 
SPECULATES THAT POSTPONEMENT OF VERDICT WAS DECIDED AFTER 
LAST MINUTE REQUEST FROM OFFICE HEAD OF GOVT, THEORY BEING 
THAT COUNCIL OF MINISTERS WISHES TO DISCUSS AT MEETING AFTERNOON 
JUNE 22 AND FIND SOME WAY OUT OF PIT, EMM A OF HOW TO TEACH 
MANANDAFY AND HIS RABBLE CLEAR LESSON WITHOUT AT SAME TIME 
INCITING POPULAR DEMONSTRATIONS. LATTER WOULD BE PARTICULARLY 
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EMBARRASSING ON EVE OF IMPORTANT INDEPENDENCE DAY CELEBRATIONS 
FOR WHICH TANZANIAN FOREIGN MINISTER, PRC DELEGATION, ETC., 

HAVE ALREADY ARRIVED AND PRESUMABLY OTHER EXPECTED. 
MENDENHALL 
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